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Inspection of Schools.
¦v UMORS of dangerous structural defects in

^ Washington schoolhouses arc heard every
now and then._

Most of these, probably, are unfounded. There
will be an clement of hysteria among District peo¬
ple for some time 'to come when the question of
buildins security is under discussion.

But two or three oi these rumors may have a

basis in fact. Is anyone sure? Is it within the
limits of possibility that the roof of one of these
bulditigs will crumble some day. without warning,
crushing out the lives of those underneath?

There is 110 better time than the present to
find otit. Every schoolhouse in the District should
be subjected to such a rigid building inspection that
it would be impossible for any flaws to remain
1 idden. This inspection should be conducted by
the best experts procurable.

Whenever the slightest doubt was felt, there
should be no alternative to ordering at once such
repairs as would place the building a long way
fc^ond the margin oi safety.

With the assurance that this had been done,
Washington paient.-. would spend happier days
v hile their children were at school.

A number x»t rooms in one of the District high
schools were closed Tuesday because of large
tracks which appeared in the plaster around one of
the supporting beams. Dr. Stephen E. Kramer,
assistant superintendent of schools decided after
rxamination that this constituted sufficient indica¬
tion of danger to warrant ordering the rooms va¬
cated until repairs were completed.

But if the defect is there, these rooms have been
as dangerous during the past few weeks as they
were at the moment when the cracks became visible.
Ceilings often crack. There may be no danger
after all. But why await a warning visible to the
eye or car of the layman when experts could probe
behind the ribs of lathing and tell us at once.

Exceedingly unsafe conditions were found in a
dozen District theaters when a rigid inspection was
made. Yet to the average man or woman there
was nothing apparent to indicate this danger. If the
Knickerbocker had not collapsed there would have
been no investigation of the other buildings.and
the public would have gone on supremely uncon¬
scious of its insecurity. -

Why wait longer to ascertain the actual condi¬
tion of the school buildings? We have the oppor¬
tunity and the incentive to start with a clean slate.
Do the few dollars of additional expense count
against the possibility, remote though it may be,of crushed-out child lives?

The telephone company, in order to ac¬
quaint subscribers with the proper use of the
instrument is displaying miniature switch¬boards at various civic affairs. Those who have
watched the demonstrations arc at a loss to
know where central gets time to give all the
wrong numbers.

In Five Years.

YESTERDAY was the fifth anniversary of
America's declaration of war against Ger¬

many.
h has been an eventful half decade. In some

way or another that proclamation of Woodrow Wil¬
son's, placing the United States in the ranks of the
allies, has had its effect on the lives of every one
of us.

The most noticeable change has been, perhaps,that the provincial era in our history is over.
Americans no longer are villagers, to any great
extent.

The war made us, for the first time, reallyacquainted with each other. Precipitation of men
from every province into the military melting pot
was most instrumental in bringing about this change.Furthermore, we became men of the world. Two
trillions overseas had a good deal to do with this.
And, of course, where the men were, there mothers,sisters and wives were also, in spirit. So the greatidea permeated through the whole mass.

War conditions placed many of those who re¬
mained outside military activities on a plane of lux¬
ury such as they had never before imagined. For¬
tunes came to poor men overnight. It was inevit¬
able that the people should be gilded, for a time,
with that culture which comes with money.

The war brought to us the new order. It will
require more than a temporary depression such as
we now experience to plunge 105,000,000 people
back into the old order.

It sometimes seems as if the United States, and
one or two of the British dominions, alone came
from the war victorious.with something definite
gained. These gained a contact universal with the
world.

As for the others.France, England, Belgium,
Italy.they lost almost as surely as the central
powers. The cost of what they secured was so
heavy that they cannot bear the burden.

Ok-Mu Street Cars.

WHATEVER ultimate solutions District street
railway companies may find for their trou¬

bles. the one-man ,car is not one of them. It is a
. ep in the wrong direction. As yet not many have
ecn pu^ into use in the city. They should stop

right where they have started. The economy that
would justify their use must needs be great indeed
.far greater than the saving in the pay of one

operative.
The one-man cars are slow, uncomfortable and

dangerous. Those who are forced to travel in .this
fashion must endure discomforts enough, even in
the most spacious, best-designed cars. When these
discomforts are doubled by an alleged labor-saving
device, patrons have the right to register the most
vigorous protests. District citizens' associations are

taking a step in the right direction for the people
of their own neighborhoods. At nearly every meet¬
ing in the last two weeks resolutions have been
adopted protesting against the continued ose of
these cars.

Unfortunately, resolutions, like babies, are born
toothless. Traction companies art not afraid of
toothless creatures and probably will continue to
operate these cars until same more forcible action
b taken. «

To watch a long line of men, women and chil¬
dren trying to jostle their way through a narrow
entrance, crowded, pushed this way and that, is a

sorry spectacle. It illustrates the depths to which
a once great transportation industry has fallen. The
comfort of street railway patrons has- decreased
steadily during the past few years.

Some say the street railway is becoming rapidly
a thing of the past. There is nothing which ade¬
quately replaces it yet. And while we must endure
it, the public owes it to itself to let the companies
know its patience is nearing the breaking point.

Representative Blanton, of Texas, may run
lor the United States Senate. This should put
him in a class with W. J. Bryan, Sir~Thoma»
Lipton and the Washington Baseball Club.

Admin) Peary.
AM liRICA will have fallen on evil days when

hero worship dies in the hearts of her people.
But fortunately we have the invaluable "inherit¬

ance of many heroes whose glory was not won on
the battlefield or the smoke-swept deck.men whose
names stand out in the annals of peace and prog-
rcss, of science and discovery.

Of all these men Admiral Robert E. Peary,
discoverer of the North Pole, has one of the most
fascinating and inspiring life stories. The dedica¬
tion of a monument to his memory in the nation's
shrine of heroes, Arlington, yesterday, must needs
bring back for a moment most vivid memories of
the teats lie accomplished.

Admiral Peary secured for the United States
the foremost place among modern nations in the
field of exploration. His discovery of the Pole
came at the end of such a long list of failures by
expeditions from other nations that the task was
considered well-nigh impossible.

Most essentially, Peary did not succeed where
others failed through any trick of fortune. Few
North Pole expeditions encountered more constant
"hard luck." Pure American grit carried him
ahead from the point where others, discouraged,
turned back. And at the end of the most glorious
exploit in modern exploration he returned to find
himself nearly robbed of the crcdit through the
claims of another.

The call of the Northland ever lias been
strong in the breasts of the adventurous. The most
daring sailors of all times have ventured into the
untracked ice and the long darkness. There was
little material reward. In the great waste, they
knew, no vast treasure continents, no mountains of
diamonds or hills of radium, awaited a discovcrer.

The scientific value of their discoveries without
doubt was great. Its worth hardly yet is appre¬
ciated. But it was not a sufficient attraction to
tempt men to face the tremendous odds in favor
of death in the stormy night country.

The trackers of the Arctic, Peary among them,
were tempted especially by the glamor of the ad¬
venture and they asked nothing at the end.not
even a ribbon to stick on their coats.

.Surely as high a place in the hearts of Amcri-
cans must be held by Admiral Peary as by any of
the nation's great war admirals.

Worried Teachen.
A LOWER standard of education in the District

of Columbia is unthinkable.
Vet, according to Dr. Frank W. Ballou, super¬

intendent of schools, this is the one alternative to
higher salaries for Washington school teachers.

On school questions Dr. Ballou, of all men in
this city, should know whereof he speaks. To him
the teachers bring their pleas. To him they present
the statistics of other cities. And his position
makes him intimately acquainted with some of the
inconveniences under which they must work, re¬
gardless of pay.

Educational standards of the District are in¬
tended to be the educational standards of the na¬
tion. Any tendency to fall away here is certain to
be reflected throughout the United States. Wash¬
ington schools have drifted for some time. Surely
every member of the House and every Senator re¬
alizes that now is the most opportune time to stop
this drift.

The situation has been placed squarely before
Congress. Parsimony in this respect would be the
most serious mistake the Senate District Commit¬
tee could make in its dealings with this city.

Permission to do outside work to increase their
income is granted District teachers only in ex¬
ceptional circumstances. Yet we learn from Dr.
Ballou that it has been necessary to grant ninety-
four such permits. Otherwise the teachers would
not be able to meet living eosts. Such work de¬
tracts seriously from their efficiency as teachers.
The District's most precious possession, its children,
suffer the consequences.

Worried men and women cannot have the mag¬
netism of personality which is required of the suc¬
cessful teacher. Despite their own best intention,
they become irritable and impatient. Inability to
make ends meet is a most serious cause for worry.
It is up to Congress to see that no such cause
exists.

The Herald in New York
Thes« Hotel* and Newsstands in New York CityHave The Herald on Sale:

Astor
Belmont
Biltmore
Breslin
Commodore

2jo Broadway
Woolworth

Building
200 Fifth Ave.

HOTELS
Imperial
Martinique
McAlpin
Murray Hill
Pennsylvania
NEWSSTANDS
Pennsylvania

Station
Hotalmg's,
Times ^quar

Prince George
Ritz-Carlton
Savoy
Vanderbilt
Waldorf

I

Schultz, <2d
St. & 6th Ave.
News Boy, 32A
Sut 6th Ave.

<A6w%brkCity3)ayby3)ay
impressions:
\0.0*M?Jntyre

NEW YORK. April 6,.A ¦tar's
dressing room! An elaborately
marcelled woman smoothing out
gowns of Bilver. gold and lace.
More like a reigning dowager than
a stage dresser. Far off the faint
sobbing of a muted violin and muf-
fled beat of drums. The opening
overture. .

And then a honk In the areaway*:
A uniformed call boy throws open'
the door and she arrive*.tossing
*n ermine coat to the floor as If it
were a discarded flower. Frantic
dabs at grease paint and powder
box. snatching puffs from a cigar¬
ette with the quickness of a lizard's
tongue the while.
Raps at the door. A smooth

white arm snatches gay-colored
boxes filled with flowers. She looks
at the names on the cards and
tosses them in a heap in the corner.-
Her eyes are fever bright and two
hectic spots flame in her cheeks.

In a few moments siike a puff
ball she floats airily out before the
sea of faces"wlth a burst of hand-jclaps. Her name swings from lip
to lip. Women suck in their breath
in admiration and the eyes of the
men take on a covetous gleam. Ail Jspellbound by the supreme stage:
illusion.

In the movies they flash back.!
So! I had just come to the theater
from a house in a narrow crooked)street where river warehouses
sprawled in a disorderly array. In
a lean-to shack, bent over thei
river, lay a bald, hook-nosed, lean-[Jawed man.one eye socket flat and;
empty.

His cough could be heard above
the shriek of the river craft.
wherries, tugs, police cutters and;
steamers. All melodrama is not of
the Htage. Life itself is melo-
drama. He was the star's father.)Her mother, a notorious South
American procuress. Hut he had
asked to see her.the star.
Her reply: "He can go to hell!"

He died the next day. And those
who say newspapers are ruthless in
shattering of reputations may be!
Interested to know this. Not a New
York newspaper printed the story.
Down on Oliver street, a thjr-

oughfare teeming with newly ar¬
rived Russian Jews, they hold side¬
walk dances nightlx. The music is
furnished by a mouth organ and
the participants chip in to buy
lemonade and sandwiches. It is a|coipmynity spirit that does not;
exist in any other section di New1
York.

,

WORLD SET BACK /

BY WAR, HE SAYS
"Yes, the war has set the world

back half a century," says Dr. Rob¬
ert S. Woodward, who recently re¬

signed as president of the Carnegie
Institute in Washington.
"The wormen have gone crazy

over the luxuries which the high
wages brought them. The essential
virtues practiced by pur forefathers
who bhilt this great country.indus¬
try. thrift and fidelity.have been
almost destroyed. Neither you nor
I will live to see the regeneration.
After the civil war it took search,
and a greater appreciation of thirty
years; now it will take much longer.

"Nations rise and fall, but the
progress goes on. For instance, this
war. which has wrought such tre¬
mendous havoc abroad, has produced
an enormous stimulation in all sci-
entlFe rpwrfh. People have got to

know one another
better. Men in one
walk of life have
lived in close con¬
tact with and have
learned to under¬
stand those of an¬
other. The bonds
are closer and the
ties of sympathy
greater, so even
out of a tremen¬
dous debacle good
has come, and that
is the way the
history of the
world is written.

"T am studying
people# the people

DR. WOODWARD x meet, who seem
to see no reason why wages should
not go on increasing indefinitely
the railroad mm who voted to str 'j*and the men on my farm who struck,
curiously enough at the moment
when the government called a na¬
tional conference on unemployment.
Human nature is strange, isn't it?
But no employer who is intelligent
can fail to recognize the steady de¬
generation of the caliber of em¬

ployes. While the wages during the
last six vears have mounted steadily,
the quality of work given for the
high prices has with equal regu¬
larity declined.

"That is why I say the old-fash¬
ioned virtues are being destroyed.
not completely destroyed, however
for on the whole I believe In the
progress of the human race, the
¦acrlflcc of the individual to the
race. If necessary. AH through the
history of the world progress has
gone in cycles, or, we might say.
in pendulum-like waves of calm and
stress. We're on the wrong side of
the storm center now, but with its
next swirl it will carry men a 11*-
tie higher along the path. I believe
that thoroughly. In 1950, perhaps,
or 1980, we shall once more be on
the upper trend.that Is, those who
come after us.the next generation.

"But we have many obstacles in
the way of progress and civiliza¬
tion. Superstitions that everyone has
are extremely hard to batter down
in the fight for progress. They die
hard even in a race which believes
It is civilized. Not so long ago the
newspapers, related how a multitude
of men. women and children, many
of them suffering from loathsome,
contagious diseases, gathered to kiss
an ancient relic with the idea that
It had peculiar properties that would
cure them. It was a case of super¬
stition against scientific knowledge.
No less hard a death was that of
the idea of a flat, four-cornered
globe. Who would believe that as
late as the latter part of the nine¬
teenth century this theory was ar¬
gued by intelligent men?
"However, the epochs and episodes

of retrogression must be expected and
taken into account In making up
the estimate of scientific progress.
The average position of so-called
civilized men is always behind the
mean position obtained by scientists.
But I believe that the war has given
impetus to science and that the fu¬
ture looks very bright. In the past
century we have seen the extinction
of the ravages of such dread diseases
as typhus and yellow fever and a
great mitigation of'consumption and
typhoid. It was necessity which
cleared Havana of yellow fever And
produced there extraordinarv and ef¬
fective health regulations. Those el¬
ements will largelv aid the onward

r/*v» of science."

The Friend of the People
Answers to Your Questions

Thi* department i. conducted by The UeraId la 9aawr o' U> iAll
«nmMom at) k« (MMrri <» tkew column.. Irtrm tattar* to <k« m*rn4 at th» NmI»

*
father. who *u th« Inventor of **.
speech" method of UuMiw deaf mulej to tMk.

BERT DIED IK DBTMIT.
To Um rrtend of the People:

I would like to know the Stats and place
where Bert William. died. How old was he at
the time of hla death. I flrat nw him In the
Follies. What were some of his other shows?

Ok Lb M.
Bert Williams died In Detroit, Mich., March

12. 1922. His death was caused by pneumonia.
Bert Williams was 4S when he died. At the
time of his death he was playing "Under the
Bamboo Tree.M Rome of his other shows were
"Two Real Coons," 'The Son of Ham." In 1*11
he made a contract with the Zleffeld Follies
and played In the Follies for ten years.

BXTKJVT OP VOCABULARY.
To the Friend of the People:

Please advise me through your column aa
to the bent method to be used to determine the
extent of my vocabulary. F. J. J.

Open a large dictionary to any pace, count
the words with which you are familiar on this
page. Repeat this several times opening th«
dictionary to any other fully printed page, and
take an average of the number of words on sny
one page. Multiply the number of pages by the
known words on any one page.

DARWIN WROTK IT.
To the Friend of the People:

Kindly advise through your department who
wrote the Descent of Man. J. O. H.

'.The Descent of Man and Sex Selection" was
written by Charles Darwin

RONl'l NOT DECIDED OX.
To the Friend of the People:

I understand the State of Pennsylvania is
going to pay a tonus to the men who fought In
the late war from that Stat#. If this is true
please Inform me through your column when It
is poing to be paid and to whom one should
make application. S. L. M.

The State of Pennsylvania has adjourned Its
State senate for the year and will not meet until
1923. At the time of adjournment a State bonus
had not been decided upon.

ALEXANDER GRAHAM IIELI..
To the Friend of the People:

Can you tell me something about Alexander
Graham llell? J. a. N.

Alexander Graham Bell, Inventor of the first
successful telephone. was born In Edinburgh.Scotland, in 1874. He was educated there and
in London, and in 1870 went to Canada with his

Besides the telephone. Bell Invented the photo-
phone, tha graphophone. the forerunner©! tna
phonograph, and the telephone probe J*nlch de¬
tects bullets In the human body. Dr. Bell makes
his home In this city.

JANUARY 13, im, r»IDAY.
To the Friend of the People:

Please let me know on what day January 12.
1871. came on. A. 1* C.

January 18. 1871. came on t Friday.

BLACK KNIGHT JERSEY PAPER.
To the Friend of the People:

Can you tell me where tha Black Knight
Miftxlne Is published? E. J.D

The Black Knight Magaalne Is published at
Atlantic City. N. J.

WRITING AH OLD AS RACE.
To the Friend of the People:

When did man flrst begin to write? O. L
Writing In some form Is nearly as old as

the human race. As far back as It Is possible to
discover evidence of the existence of men on
earth there Is also evidence that thev used
some means for recording their deads Mnd
thoughts.

POPULATION OF PHILIPPINES.
To the Friend of the People:

What did the last census show to be the
total population of the Philippines? Has the
government changed since 1502? E C. H.

The population of the lslsnds Is 10.860.640.
The government has changed since 1902. In 1918
the Philippine Commission, established in 1902 by
Congress, was abolished and a senate formed,
composed of twenty-four members. A house of
representatives was also Instituted In 1916. msde
up of ninety-one members elected trlennially.

PAL MOORE'S RANK.
To the Friend of the People:

Was Pal Moore ever bantamweight champion
and If so when? M F.

Pal Moore was never bantamweight cham¬
pion.

JUNE S, ISM. WAS WEDNESDAY.
To the Friend of the People

What day did June 9, 1900, fall on?
H. D. B.

June 9. 1900, fell on Wednesday.

Open Court Letters to The Herald
Other People's Views of Current Events

Origin of the Boll-Weevil.
To the Editor, The Washington Hersld:

It happened many years ago.
In the cactus wilds of Mexico;
A tumble-bug ?at down to rest
On the shifting wing of a doodle¬

bug's nest.

In his swallow-tail coat of Paris
green.

A handsomer bug was never seen.

The doodle-bug, too. was queenly
a no fair.

And her bosom had never known a

care;
But her heart-throbs thrummed like

a fly in a jut;
As she gazed on the handsome tumble

bug.
So shaking the dust from her royal

head
She approached her guest and blush-

ingly said:

"Tis leap year stranger.
*

Then he arose
And plaintively asked:

"Do you propose?"
Invitations soon went around.
To all the hugs that could be" found.
And the crowd that gathered was not

the least.
That ever attended a marriage feast;
And the pomp and glare and the great

renown.
Were never surpassed In doodle bug

town.

At midnight hour the knot was tied.
And the bridegroom kissed his lovely

bride.
While the parting guests joined, one

and all
In the farewell song called "After

the Ball."

The honeymoon passed like a summer
dream

While time flowed on like a'crystal
stream

And all seemed well with husband
and wife.

As they settled to practical life.
"Yankee Doodle," his wife's best

song.
Mr. Tumble Bug heard the whole day

long
And her ladyship laughed till her

eyes turned red.
When he rolled his dough and stood

on his head.
So the "Circus bug" had plenty to do.
When it came to making a living

for two,
For he aided his wife, as a good man

should;
Brought in the water and cut the

wood.
Washed the dishes and swept the

hall
And pushed her to town on a rubber-

tired ball.

But when their children began to
come,

As thick as flees in a bull pup's
home,

Their green food instincts were too
quiet

For the "Out Stinks*' of their father's
diet;

So bidding their parents a fond adieu
They spread their pinions for pas¬

tures new,
And halted not on the yellow sand

j That gleams like gold on the Rio
Grande,

But rising high o'er hill and plain
They fell in the cotton belt like rain
And buried themselves, both body and

soul.
In the heart of the Texas Cotton

» Boll.
J. A. TAYLOR.

Wants to Recognize Russia.
To the Editor, The Washington Herald:

I am disgusted with The Wash¬
ington Herald and with all the
other Washington newspapers be¬
cause of their uncompromising at¬
titude toward recognition of the
present government of Russia.

Instead they wish to call back
into power a bunch of men who
now are bootlegging for a living in
the United States or following still
more evil practices In London and
Paris.where they have been quite
properly exiled by the Soviet gov¬
ernment. , >

Let's get away from this after
the war hysteria and become once
more a liberal nation. It Is laugh¬
able to observe the fears expressed
In this country of a Red revolu¬
tion or for any actual violence at
the hands of liberal thinkers.

/ J. P. Q.

About Civil Service.
To the Editor, The Washington Herald:

Believing firmly In the great un¬
derlying principle of the Civil Ser¬
vice Commission, I do not think It
would be wise now to revert to
the past, when It was h*1d that "to
the victors belong the spoils."
While this needs na discussion,

wc must not close ourFeven to the

Commuaicatftoas will not to rotarnod
aaUaa spodto repast for smefc rotarn to
¦mdo and stamps inclosed.

Letters ahonld to typewritten ohsn
over possible. Communications oxtrs.
ly difficult to read will not to oensidorod.
Wo communications signed with ictitions
uamoa will to naod.

errors that have crept in and are
maintained to the grievous injury
of the servicc. This government
does not exist simply to serve as
an employer; there are nobler aims.
The sole reason for the existence of
the Civil Service Commission is to
aid the government by obtaining
the best and most efficient class of
employes possible to carry on the
work of the various governmental
departments. It is not its office to
work to increase Its own personnel
or to add to the number of eligi-
bles on the rolls, regardless of non¬
existent vacancies. Accepting this
view, how can we reconcile the
holding of regular spring and fall
examinations to secure eligible^ for
all grades, when the present regis¬
ters contain the names of many per¬
sons who have taken the examina¬
tion in good faith and are waiting
to be certified? This too, when
there are few vacancies and the
"ax" is falling everywhere, separa
tlons being made "for.the good of
the servicc."
Another unsolved mystery is why

applicants for skHled labor positions
are required to take clerical ex
amlnatlons. Can the efficiency of
a painter or blacksmith be proper¬
ly tested by his ability to solve
a problem in "vulgar" fractions, or
to bound Wyoming,
A case in point is found in my

own experience. Tears ago. acting
on the advice of t^ose high in an
thority, I entered the classified serv¬
ice by taking "the next regular ex¬
amination." It was for skilled la
borers, but I took it and passed
with an average of 99 per cent. In
due time I was certified and sent to
the Government Printing Office,
where I was placed in a pasting and
folding section. After I had worked
a few days the forelady asked me
if 1 could not work a little faster,
at the same time explaining that
we were "paid by the hundred." and
up to date I had earned about 16
cents! I have often wondered who
was to blame in this case. The
commission had been given a truth¬
ful statement concerning my edu¬
cation in the Michigan State Normal
School and my experience as a
teacher in Chicago. They did not
ask if I had learned a trade, and yet
the place to which I was certified
required skill which could only be
secured through an apprenticeship.
I could not have worked one day tn
any publishing house outside the
government.

Finally. In justice to the less for¬
tunate clf-ss. a change should be
made regarding Executive ap-
poihtees. The recipient of an Exec¬
utive order should be admitted to
take the regular examination, and
if successful, should then be certi¬
fied; but under no circumstances
should clerks be placed In the
classified service.in many cases

given choice positions and big sala¬
ries.without examination. This rule
obtains in England, no persons be¬
ing admitted to the service without
proof of their having necessary
qualifications, regardless df the:r
social standing or political affilia¬
tions.

HITTY MEGINN.

Crowding in Schools.
To th« Editor, The Washington Herald:

Will you indulge me with enough
space to bring to the attention of
the public a condition which I think
is deplorable.
My so nls a pupil at the John Bur¬

roughs' School In the Northeast and
was. as usual, advanced at the Feb¬
ruary term..
The day the classes went up he

(my son) was sick and not-there.
Two or three days after he went in
and found that there was no seat
or desk left for him. Now the seat
part of these desks consists of a

very small-sixed chair fo~ one
child. He was told to occupy one

of these seats with another child,
which he did as best he could. He
was then told that there was no
books left for him. After a time a
partial list of books were found,
which he was permitted to use part
time (sharing them with another
boy). He brought his books home
and started to study his lessons and
lo and behold there were thirty
pages gone out of hlc history.
All the pupils in his grade and In

all the school, as far as 1 can learn,
have to share their book with an¬
other. one child having the book
part of the time and the other the
rest of the time.

In this school are three pianos
and one Vlctrola and not half
enough books, which seem all out
of proportion to me.

The teachers are very good; wc righteous nation.

do not complain about them, but do
think that they should be given
better conditions under which to do
their work. We hear a great deal
about making the schools of the
District of Columbia a model for
the whole world.
The patrons of the John Burrougs'

School would be satisfied if It coula
be lifted to even the level of a
good country*graded school.
The children wore sent home

about twenty-one times this winter
because the school wss too cold,
This sounds like the rural districts.
Thanking you for the space. 1 am.

A PATRON.

A Cynic Speaks.
To the Editor. The Washington Herald:
A god man. yes.
This much his friends are willing

to confess;
But narrow, a man of ftunted vis-!

ion.
Walled in by crumbling barriers o!

tradition.
Blinded by precedent; a slave to

caste.
His every act seemed prompted by

the past.
There's where he lived; well fed

content: *
A prisoner of his own environment-
Indolent, indifferent to the God of

Chance
Who hade him bresjc the bonds of

circumstance
And be free. . . .

Shackled, thus he died.
Little dreamincr of the wealth that

lies the other side
Of yonder mountain peak

HAROLD P. STODDARD.
*32 E street northeast.

Yanks Didn't Take Sedan.
To the Editor. The Washington Hernld:

In your "Memory Tests" of cur¬
rent date, as an answer to que*tion
No. 4, you state. "Napoleon III
surrendered to Germany at Sedan
near the close of the Franco-
Prussisn war. September 1. 1R70. It
was captured from the Germans in
19IS by Americans troops."
Msy I take exception to your

answer regarding the capture of
Sedan bv American troops in 191S?
The facts are that American troops
of the First and Fifth Corps were
ordered to be in position to capture
Sedan from the Germans on No¬
vember 7. 1918. and that the First
Division (regular) of the Fifth
Corps was In position to capture the
town on the morning of the day in
question when ordered to retire
from the position anfl allow the
French Corps which, in 1870. had
surrendered to the Germans, to
take the city. The movement '»f
the Americans was commenced at
once, and the" French were left in
undisputed possession of the ground
near Wadelalncourt. across the
Meuse from Sedan, which city was
taken shortly after the withdrawal
of the American forces from the
battlefield.
The Assistant Secretary of the

Navy. Col. Theodore Roosevelt, can
corroborate the above statement,
for he led the Twenty-sixth In¬
fantry of the First Division through
the lines of the French Corps, be¬
fore the order to withdraw came,
and later gave way to the French
general commanding the area.
This is written because there was

glory enough for everyone in the
recent war, and it is not necessary
to add to the many glorious deeds
of the Americans in the Meuse-Ar-
gonne offensive, by taking credit
away from our brave ally, the
French.

CHARLES S. COULTER
15 Malvern avenue. Cherrydale, Va.

Rough on Cigarettes.
To the Editor, The Washington Herald:
Now that we finally have cleared

away the liquor evil, what Is Con¬
gress going to do about cigarettes?
The Increasing use of the noxious
things Is one of the most disgust¬
ing signs of the time that I have
noticed of late.. Is it not well known
that they sap away the vitality of
our nation's manhood?
The shortsighted policy of the Y.

M. C. A. during the war In dis¬
tributing these niusances, thus In¬
culcating the cigarette habit In the
lives of hitherto innocent young men,
was reprehensible. As a Y. M. C.
A. worker at that time, I waa strong¬
ly opposed to it, but allowed myself
to be carried along on the wave
of the popular enthusiasm which held
sway at that time.

Let America take the next step.
and prohibit the manufacture, sale
or use of cigarettes. Then we will
be well on the road to becoming a

J. J. R.

ScieniificseAfaios
and*

>i r

ro* scran nrovmnr
Though the prioa of crude rubber

suffered a phenomenal drop from (1
. pound, the price due to the tre¬

mendous demand In lti*. to about
II cent* a pound, the selling price -

during the period of erer supply In .>

li:«. Dr. William C Oeer. director
of the Chemical Laboratories of the

B. F. Goodrich Company, la an ad¬

dress before the American Chemical
Society at Birmingham. Ala.. *r- .

clared that the future of rubber la
bright All parts «r the world, he
said, will need Improved transpor¬
tation facilities ta the fntnre and
rubber will neceaaarlly play an im¬
portant part In thla development.
As crude plantation rubber coats

from II to 11 cents a pound ta pro¬
duce. Dr. Oeer declared that any
Ideas aa ta new uaes for rubber
would now be welcomed by rubber
manufacturora. But he pointed oat
that although about lO.WMI.OW or
the 12.*M.M« automobiles In the
world are In the United States, the
future would see Improved highway
development throughout the sreat
continents of Asia and Africa and
with it a great Increase In use of
rubber tires.
The world usee about IH.W tons

of crude rubber and aeveaty-flve
per cent of thla comes to America.
Dr. fietr aald. Three-quart*rs of >

the Amerloan Import ia uaed la
pneumatic tlrea. solid Urea and In¬
ner tubes.

During hts address. Dr. Oeer re¬
vealed for the first time that or¬
ganic accelerators for haatenlng the .

Interaction between sulphur and the
rubber during vulcanisation were

Drat developed and uaed In America
"The laboratory record books of the '

Diamond Rubber Company, which
was later consolidated with the B
F. Goodrich Company, shew that
George Oenslsger, In the early
months of lHt. experimented with
anllln oil. and a long list of other
organic compounds, with the defi¬
nite purpose of hastening the time
of vulcanisation." he said. "In June
of that year. A. H. Marks directed
its use In factory formulas, and in
February. 1H7. he used thioearben.-
lide. The German patents were not
published In this country until III!
so that It may be safely stated, un¬

less someone comes forward with
earlier unpublished data, that the
use of the. organic catalvst* of vu'-
canlsatlon originated with Mr. Oen.
slarer and Mr. Marks In 11M "

The perfection of a teat that are*
rubber as much In a day ss in sir
months under normel conditions
was announced by Dr. Oeer, "Tn
determine over-cure and how rap-
Idly a new compound will age in
comparison with one of known
properties. T devised a test some

ten years ago by which the rate of
decay could be predicted." he said
"From this ten years* experience I
now believe that In the heat of T»
degrees C. with plenty of air. one

day In the 'short life oven' corre¬
sponds to about alz months' natural
ageing."
CAW SOW CAW
KHRIMP AID (.RAPTFUrlT.
The practicability of earning food

products sbch as shrimp, grape -

fruit, okra. figs, cane ayrup and
fweet potatoes, which are pecu-
liar to tha South, has already been
demonstrated. Dr. W D. Bigelow
director of research laboratories
National Cannera* Aaaoclatlon of

j this city told the American Chemi¬
cal Society at Birmingham. Ala.

| yesterday.
That a method of concentrat;ng

can syrup so that It would neltli-
cr crystallise nor ferment has been
perfected by the t". s. Bureau of
Chemistry was announced by Dr.
Bigelow. The ayrup made by the
evaporation of sugar cane Juice
heretofore could not be canned he-
cause of either fermentation or .'
crystallisation, but the new prnce**
which produces a non-crystallisinc
product by a method which Invert* |
a part of the cane sugar, will place
a new and inviting ayrup on the
market.

Acetylene gas. generated by the
actiwn of water on calcium carbide,
is now being used as motor fuel in !
Germany. .

Condenaed milk Is one of the
most heavily taxed Items of manu¬
factured food Imported Into Kng-
land.

W D

WHO'S WHO IN
THE DAY'S NEWS

Twenty yiAri ago Kmilio Agui-
naldo w&t a man with a price on
his head.the leader of the Philip¬
pine insurrectionist* that American
troops finally quelled.
Now Agulnaldo Is coming to

Waahington to place before Ameri¬
cans his reasons
and the reasons
of hln people for
seeking Independ¬
ence. He will
head the all-
Phlllpplne m I s-
slon chosen to
come to Wash¬
ington.
The search for

and capture of
Agulnaldo twenty
years ago drew
almost as much
attention in those
days as the world
war when It
broke out. is
arrest brought
the collapse of
the erstwhile republic. Then he

a released. He gave up Aghttnr
and developed an Immense planta¬tion on which he produced hemp,
sugar cane, raisins and cocoanut*.Then he graduated Into the vege¬table oil business. For years un¬
til last January he was vice presi¬dent of the Philippine Refining Co
His children were sent to America
as soon as they were old enough
to receive college educations. His
daughter. Carmen, became a popu¬lar student at the University of
Illlnola She la now the wife of
Jose P. Melenclo. former director
of the Philippine Press Bureau In
Washington.
Emilton. Jr.. the eldest eon. is now

attending the Phillips Andover
Academy In Maaaachusetts
When he was released two dec¬

ades afo he announced he would
remain out of politics. He has kept
to hlf promise. What energies he
hss <1->oted to the cause of his
peop have been along the line of
creating harmony and obtaining
greater freedom for th^ Islander*.


